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Accurate reporting of 
homeless individuals and 
families could translate into 
additional resources for the 
NRV. Rural counts are much 
more difficult to accomplish 
accurately than urban counts 
simple because of the nature 
of the geography and the 
lack of a visible homeless 
population.  
 
On the night of January 

24, 2013, the Housing 

Partnership of the NRV with 
the assistance of agencies, 
schools, and governments 
will attempt to count all 
persons experiencing 
homeless in the NRV. Those 
counted must meet the HUD 

Successfully Administering the Homeless Point-In-

Time Count Could Bring Resources to Our Area 

definition of homeless which 
does not include families 
doubled up or youths couch 
hopping.  Urban areas with 
larger shelter facilities and a 
larger visible unsheltered 
population are favored in 
these counts. For this reason, 
the school districts will be 
asked to submit their 
homeless count as of January 
24, 2013.  These numbers 
will be reported in an 

addendum to the count. The 
hope is to help legislators 
and grantors understand the 
extent of the rural homeless 
problem and the need for 
additional resources despite 
the fact that we are not 
allowed to count most of our 

homeless families.NRV 

Counts is the name given 
this effort. 
 
For additional information 
contact the Project HOPE 
NRV office at (540) 382-5100 
extension 1026 

SPOTLIGHT: Retired Seniors Volunteer in Project HOPE NRV Office  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once a week two ladies 

make their way to the Project 

Hope NRV Office never 

knowing what interesting, 

perhaps tedious, but always 

important tasks await them.  

One volunteer is a retired 

teacher and the other a 

retired school speech 

pathologist. Despite their 

years of education and 

experience no task is too 

trifling.  From interpreting 

data on spreadsheets to 

putting mailing labels on 

envelopes, to organizing and 

inventorying school supplies, 

these ladies contribute many 

hours of valuable time to the 

Project Hope NRV program. 

In addition to supporting the 

program with their volunteer 

work, their in-kind donation 

of service hours supports 

the Project Hope Grant. 

We are very grateful to the 

Retired Senior Volunteer 

Program (RSVP) for their 

staff and donations. 
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NRV Public School 

Homeless Liaisons: 

Floyd County 
Lisa Pluska  
pluskal@floyd.k12.va.us 
Office:  540-745-9400 
Fax:      540-745-9496 
140 Harris Hart Rd. NE 
Floyd, VA  24091 
 

Giles County 

Scott Meade 

dmeade@gilesk12.org 

Office: 540-921-1421 x16 

Fax:     540-921-1424 

151 School Road 

Pearisburg, VA  24134 

 
Montgomery County 

Aline Brinckman 

abrinckman@mcps.org 

Office:  540-382-5100  

                   x 1026 

Fax:      540-394-4449 

750 Imperial Street SE  

Christiansburg,VA 24073 

 
Pulaski County 

Jennifer Bartley, MSW 

jbartley@pcva.us 

Office:  540-994-2558 

Fax:      540-994-2514 

202 N.  Washington Ave. 

Pulaski, VA 24301 

 
Radford City 

Rob Graham 

rgraham@rcps.org  

Office:  540-731-3647 

Fax:      540-731-4419 

1612 Wadsworth Street 

Radford, VA 24141 

 

 From ABA.org Current 
education law, the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance 
Act (McKinney-Vento), has 
been providing education 
stability for some children in 
out-of-home care. A child 
welfare law, the Fostering 
Connections to Success and 
Increasing Adoptions Act 
(Fostering Connections), also 
supports education stability for 
all children in out-of-home 
care. Both laws recognize the 
need for school stability and 
continuity for these highly 
mobile children. However, 
each provides a different set of 

Brief:  HOW FOSTERING CONNECTIONS AND MCKINNEY-VENTO 
CAN SUPPORT SCHOOL SUCCESS FOR ALL CHILDREN IN OUT-
OF-HOME-CARE  

rights and responsibilities. This 
fact sheet provides a brief 
overview of the overlap 
between the two laws, and the 
critical importance of 
collaboration between the 
education and child welfare 
systems to appropriately serve 
the needs of children in out-of-
home care.   

The complete brief can be 

downloaded from the following 

site: 

http://www.americanbar.org/co

ntent/dam/aba/publications/ce

nter_on_children_and_the_law

/education/qa_FCandMV2012.

authcheckdam.pdf  

 

 

Project HOPE NRV Has a New Address 

 

Professional Development Opportunity 

Paving the Way to College for 

Students Experiencing 

Homelessness 

Wednesday, January 16, 2013 

2:00 - 3:30 pm ET  

 

Register for the webinar  

Webinar Description: In this interactive webinar, presenters will review important information about supports 

available to homeless youth as they seek to attend college. Attendees can hope to gain a better understanding of: 

college application fees  

homeless youth  

FAFSA  

 

 

Presenters:   NCHE Staff  

 

 

Project HOPE New River Valley 
 

The MCPS School Board 

office has moved to the 

Montgomery County 

Government Building. 

Although the Project HOPE 

NRV office has been located in 

this office for the last two 

years, the phone number and 

address have change.  

Project HOPE NRV 

Montgomery County Public 

Schools 

750 Imperial Street S.E. 

Christiansburg VA 24073 

Phone: 540-382-5100 x 1026 

Fax: 540- 394-4449 
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